Pumpkin Evangelism
Holy Days

(Where is Halloween found in the Bible?

Goal:  To teach our kids to study out the origins of holiday celebrations, so they can determine how to represent Jesus at all times.  Specifically the origins of Halloween by comparing where Holiday beginnings are found in the Bible, such as Thanksgiving, Christmas and conclude that “Halloween” is not found in the bible.  Also to start them thinking on ways that they can be a message to the world during Halloween type activities.  Although it is ultimately a family decision on how to celebrate holidays – we can encourage all to educate themselves on the origins of holidays.
SMV:   John 14:6  “Jesus said, “ I am the way, the truth and the life.  The only way to the Father (heaven) is through Me.”  
Scriptures to Guide:  
Luke 24:30, Matt 2:11, “what to do about Halloween”
Game:  pumpkin relay:  over under
Eat a “mini” pumpkin pie w/ hands behind back (get miniature pre-crusted pie cups, cans of “pumpkin” filling, and whip cream on top”

Introduction:  Who can tell me where the word “holiday” comes from?  It means “holy day”

What are some “holy day’s” that we celebrate?

Let’s take Thanksgiving – being thankful, having a meal together and being thankful – where do we find that in the Bible?   


Luke 24:30, 1 Chronicles 16:34, Psalm 118.29

Let’s take Christmas, celebrating Jesus birthday – where do we find that in the Bible?


Matthew 2:11

Where do we find Halloween in the Bible?  We don’t.

Did you know that this holiday represents a celebration that non-believers – people who do not believe in Jesus, started a long time ago.  The people who started it were called Druids.  Do you know who the Druids worshipped?  It was NOT God our Heavenly Daddy –

So study out where holidays come so you can be smart and choose to be like Jesus, who was the truth, the life and the way.

Illustrated Sermon:    Pumpkin Evangelism:  2 examples found at the end of this document

Object lesson:  As believers and disciples of Christ – we are in this world but not of this world –   What are some ways we can show the Love of Jesus during this time?

Outreach Harvest/ Halleluiah festivals

Dress like bible characters or heroes (firemen, policeman, doctors.)

Share the Light of Jesus in stories, signs in our yards, “Jesus is a treat for the world, not a trick” 

Carve pumpkins w/ the name Jesus, or other messages 

Christian web sites, present-truth, christiancrafters.com, focus on the family

Recommended Songs:  
Everyday, Here I am to worship, You are my King 

Pumpkin Evangelism
Example 1:  A lady recently being baptized was asked by a co-worker what it was like to be a Christian. She replied, "It's like being a pumpkin: God picks you from the patch, brings you in, and washes all the dirt off you may have gotten from the other pumpkins. Then he cuts the top off and scoops out all the yucky stuff. He removes the seeds of doubt, hate, greed, etc., then He carves you a new smiling face and puts His light inside of you to shine for all the world to see."

We have used the following presentation of the good news many times and with great results.

1. Take a pumpkin. "You aren't a pumpkin, but all of us are something like one. God picks you from the patch, brings you in, and washes all the dirt off you may have gotten from the other pumpkins." Talk about how a pumpkin is like us: it has an outside and an inside. The outside is what people see. The inside is like our soul or our heart. A pumpkin left to itself will soon rot and die. We will die some day too." 

2. Carve out eyes and a small "o" shaped mouth. As you make the holes and pull out the pieces of rind, ask people what they see inside (yucky stuff). "This is what we look like to others and what we are like when are hearts are not changed. The hearts of men are full of evil and there is madness in their hearts while they live (Ecclesiastes 9:3). How can we get rid of this icky stuff?" 

3. "God is the only one who can change our heart. But in order for God to change our heart we must become open to him." Carve an opening in the top of the pumpkin big enough to put your hand through. You might want to quote Revelation 3:20: Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. 

4. Put in your hand and pull out the insides. "God scoops out all the yucky stuff inside of us. He removes the seeds of doubt, hate, impurity, and greed." Talk about the cross and how Jesus was willing to become messy for us, so that we might be clean. I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. (Ezekiel 36:25b-27). 

5. "But if we leave a pumpkin with just the insides taken out, then it's just hollow. We need to have a light inside that will truly make us alive! Jesus said, 'I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.' Add a light to the inside of the pumpkin. "When Jesus lives inside of you, you can glow! You will want to be kind and honest. You will want to please God, to help others, and to tell other people about your Friend and Lord." 

6. At this point you might want to carve the mouth into a smile! "God carves you a new smiling face and puts His light inside of you to shine for all the world to see." 

Another version of this is to actually carve the face of Jesus into the pumpkin. You will need to do some pre-carving beforehand (to reduce the time), but it is very effective. Check out the pumpkin template that we have available for you to print: Jesus Pumpkin Template. Also see our page on carving Pumpkin Letters. 

Example 2:  "Pumpkin Prayer"

{cut off top of pumpkin} 
Lord, open my mind so I can learn new things about you. 

{remove innards} 
Remove the things in my life that don’t please you. 
Forgive the wrong things I do and help me to forgive others.

{cut open eyes} 
Open my eyes to see the beauty you’ve made in the world around me. 

{cut out nose} 
I’m sorry for the times I’ve turned my nose at the good food you provide.

{cut out mouth} 
Let everything I say please You.

{light the candle} 
Lord, help me show your light to others through the things I do. Amen 
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